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SUBJ: CONFERENCE ON DESERTIFICATION -REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETING 

MY LETTER DATED JANUARY 1 (BEING POUCHED TO lO/SCT 
TREVITHICK) EXDIR TOLBA HAS INVITED USG TO DESIGNATE 
PARTICIPANTS (SCIENTISTS, TECHNICIANS, AND OTHER SPECIALISTS) 

TO PARTICIPATE IN UN CONFERENCE ON DESERTIFICATION 
REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETING FOR THE AMERICAS TO BE HELD 
23-26 FEBRUARY AT ECLA HEADQUARTERS IN SANTIAGO, CHILE. 

HE NOTES THAT UNEP ATTACHES CONSIDERABLE SIGNIFICANCE TO 
PARTICIPATION OF SPECIALISTS FROM USG. LETTER GOES ON 
TO SAY "IF GOVERNMENTS WISH TO SUBMIT BRIEF COUNTRY STATE- 
MENTS ON THE EXTENT AND NATURE OF DESERTIFICATION PROCESSES, 
MEASURES TAKEN TO ARREST THOSE PROCESSES AND THE DEGREE OF 
SUCCESSOF THOSE MEASURE, THESE STATEMENTS SHOULD BE 
FORWARDED TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OE ECLA BY MID-FEBRUARY." 
MARSHALL 
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